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Abstract 

To be proposed to Section S34: Local Government as a Democratic and Functional 

Space: Governance, Complexity, and Uncertainty 

Local governments play a key role in mitigating the causes of climate change and 

adapting to the new challenges this collective problem presents. Municipal policies 

benefit from their knowledge of the place, the proximity to the community and the 

possibility to engage local citizens. While international and national climate change 

policies set the general standards and strategies, it is at the local level and through 

local action where most real changes can be observed. And this topic has become 

timely since it has recently ascended positions in local agendas after emerging as one 

of the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) set for the UN 2030 Agenda.  

Against this background, this panel attempts at attracting papers with an empirical 

approach that contribute to building knowledge on how municipalities are facing 

climate change. Therefore, analysis on the strategies, networks, outputs, outcomes or 

other elements characterizing actual and current local government action on this 

topic will be welcome. Cross-national comparative approaches of local governance 

on climate change are encouraged, but country-specific studies are also welcome. 

To submit a proposal, you will need to create a MyECPR account and submit the 

following information by 15 February: 

• Your name, academic affiliation and email address  

• The title of your paper  

• An abstract of up to 500 words. 

• 3 to 8 keywords  

For further information please do not hesitate to contact either Carmen Navarro at 

c.navarro@uam.es or Corinna Altenburg at Altenburg@difu.de 
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